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Mr. Robert Fulton Logan, Professor of Fine 


Arts at Connecicut College, and the Soci-. 


ety's Chairman of Accessions for Paintings 


and Prints, has agreed to list the works in 


the Society's collection and to provide as 


In 1950 Murphy—Rathbun Post, Veterans of 


Foreign Wars sponsored a project to gather 


brief biographies of the veterans of World 
War II of the New London area, Question- 


“naires asking for data and requesting 


much information as possible concerning : 
them, This important project will be start-. 
ed early in February under Mr, Logan's super~ 
vision. Two Connecticut College students 
experienced in museum work will do much of 
the searching needed for proper identifica- 
tion of artist, dates, subject background 

and other details important to the Society 
for record purposes and to the researcher 
for fuller understanding. The riches of the 
society in early New England portraits are 
well known, In addition to the famous: Earl 
portraits of the Shaw family and their circle 
there are many lesser known portraits and 
prints, Some of them have been stored away 
for years, due to lack of sufficient display 
space. Each of these pictures possesses 

some feature that adds a bit of authentic 
background to the local scene. 


citation copies, photographs, etc., were 
requested: from 800 members. The response 
was not favorable. The writer's interest 
in the project could not be stopped. It 

-was decided to collect the data in other 
ways, from applications for membership, 
from bonus applications; a file of clip- 
pings from The Day was started, and data 
gathered from cemetery records. The re- 
sult to date is about 3,000 names of 
veterans, mostly World War II and Korean. 
This seems to be quite an accomplishment 
but because of New London's position as a 
center of Navy and Coast Guard activities 
even 6,000 names will not complete the 
list. tt would be better to include some 
transients rather than chance the missing 
of a permanent resident of this area, 


It is proposed to copy all records on 5 x 
8 inch cards so that they may be filed _ 
alphabetically, and an envelope in back of 
each card will contain clippings, photo- 
graphs, etc. More than one card for an 
individual will be used when necessary. 
While the task seems to be impossible of 
completion, we shall have a fair record 
for the Society's archives. A record in 
addition to military history should give 
the names of father and mother and names 
of children, for the benefit of future 


The usefulness of this documented inventory 
is readily apparent. An inquiry has been 
received during the past week from a Chapter 
of the Colonial Dames concerning the S ocie- 
ty's portraits painted before 1825, 


This long overdue work will bring to light 
many prizes of the Society's collection and 
wili provide the membership with opportuni- 
ties to see them in exhibits that will be 
arranged from time to time. 


generalogical research, The number of men 
who served in World War II far exceeds the 
number for other wars and our soldiers, 
sailors, marines and coastguard men were 
scattered over the six continents and the 
seven seas. Group histories which were pre- 
pared following the Civil War and Spanish-— 
American War covering local companies and 
regiments are not available and where they 
are found do not cover any large percentage 
of names from one Locality. 


EDITOR'S COMMENT: Mr. Walker has offered 
his collection to the Society on condition 
that proper filing equipment be provided. 
Here is a substantial beginning for a col- 
lection of military records that can be de- 
veloped into a tool of tremendous importance 
to the historian and genealogist. 


SCHOOL CHILDREN HEAR TALKS 
ON OLD NEW LONDON 


A challenge was presented to the Society in 
November when requests for a speaker were 
received during Armistice Day week from New 
London High School and Bulkeley Junior High. 
The subject most interesting to the pupils 
appeared to be New London during Revolution- 
ary Days. Your president accepted fearfully 
and suffered the mixed feelings that accom 
pany a new experience. In preparing the 
talks his inspiration came on Armistice Day 
when his attention was drawn by the sound of 
a drum outside the Shaw Mansion window. Two 


school boys returning from the holiday parade 


were beating out a tune. This turned back 
the clock to an earlier day when drum beats 
were a means of communication with the colo- 
nial residents of New London. With this 
thought of early communication methods as a 
keynote, the programs were developed and 
carried out in an atmosphere charged with 
20th century youthfulness. 


It is a pleasure to report to the membership 
that the speaker survived these experiences 
and managed to answer most of the questions 
presented by the two mixed groups of young- 
. sters whose attentiveness and perception 
suggested possible candidates for future 
historians. 
the Mansion in the past. Others expressed 
the wish to come and see our collections in 
the near future. 


Many of the pupils have visited 


increased with the hours. 


RARE DOCUMENTS LOANED FOR 
COLLEGE IMPRINT SHOW 


An unusual showing of New London County 
imprints and associated material was on 
view at the Palmer Library at Connecticut 
College during January. Much of the 
material was drawn from the College's 
collection. The Society loaned a number 
of pamphlets and books. Additional loans 
included an interesting framed picture 
map titled, "A draught of a neck or point 
of land lying upon New London River ... 
belonging to Hon. Fitz John Winthrop. 
Surveyed April 1703 by John Edwards." 


A handsome lot of photographs of New Lon 
don houses, taken under the auspices of 
the Lyman Allyn Museum some years ago 
were displayed along with a wealth of 
stereopticon views of early New London 
scenes, loaned by the Worcester Anti- 
quarian Society. 


The New London Imprint Group, which meets 
quarterly with the Palmer Library as its 
center, is entering its second year's 
work of listing early local imprints and 
preparing a union list of these holdings. 
The Society has pledged financial cooper- 
ation for such a publication, recognizing 
the importance of this work. 


Congratulations to Miss Hazel A. Johnson, 
Librarian, and to her clever staff for a 
beautiful and unusual show of material 
that is rarely presented in such a 
striking way. 


WEATHER MAN FROWNS ON MEETING 
AT NEW HAVEN 


The Connecticut League of Historical So- 
cieties planned a stimulating meeting at 
New Haven on January 16, centering about 
its program for youth. Several of ths 

member societies were scheduled to par-~ 

ticipate in talks, showings of films and 
actual demonstrations by school children. 


The spacious quarters of the New Haven 


Colony Historical Society were offered 


for the meeting. 


The day started with a fall of snow whick 
It reminded 


a ig 


New Londoners of the January day several 
years ago when the Society acted as host for 
the League meeting under elmt Lar weather con- 
ditions... 


The few hardy souls who managed to reach New 
Haven were greeted with the news that the.. 
meeting had been cancelled. Radio announce— 
ments and telephone calls failed to reach 
those whose enthusiasm for these League meet— 
ings prompts them to set out a dawn. 


Mr, and Mrs, Ralph Thomas resekens the scat 
ful of League visitors most graciously and 
provided coffee and dessert, Here was an . 
opportunity to inspect in a leisurely manner 
the wealth of interesting and well-organized 
material that is available at New Haven. The 
arrangement of the books and pamphlets, the 
well developed catalogs, the large and beaut- 
iful collection of portraits and household 


objects, and the prints’ showing New Haven... 


history--all these combine to make a visit. 
to New Haven a pleasure at any time. The. 
kindness shown to visitors on this occasion . 
made the day doubly enjoyable. 


It is hoped that a date in February may be 
reserved for this meeting, and that it may 
still be held at New Haven. 


VISITORS TO SHAW MANSION 
PRESENT VARIED REQUESTS 


Members ask us frequently, "What kind of 
work does the Society do in addition to show- 
ing visitors through the Mansion?" We list 
below several requests for help that have 


.. come in recently. 


A visitor from the Hydrographic Office in 


Washington consulted our excellent collec— 


tion of whaling Jogs in a search for ocean- 
ographic data. He hinted at the possibility 
of a member of the staff coming to New Lon- 
don to microfilm the collection. 


I am very anxious to find out all I can 
about Connecticut as I have your state to 
study about in history." 


On Christmas Eve we opened a letter from 
Washington, D.C., which read as follows: 
"The past summer I was a frequent visitor 
through the courtesy of Mrs. Holmes to the 


. 01d newspaper room in the Shaw Mansion, in 


an attempt to obtain some ‘whaling informa 
tion. I noticed the papers were bound in 

a poor manner as well as needing mending. 

Enclosed is a check for seventy-five dol- 

lars to be used for that purpose." | 


We cannot always answer fully: or satisfac- 
_torily the questions: that are presented. 


Some of the research takes considerable 
time (particularly the genealogical in- 
quiries!). But the fact that the mail 
continues to bring these inquiries and 
tokens of sppreciation i ras rewards our 
efforts. : 


INDUSTRIAL HISTORIES Ni NEEDED 


The Society numbers among its membership 
many leaders of industry throughout New 
London County. They can perform a real 
service to students of industrial history 
by supplying the Society's library with 
material that relates to the establishment 
and growth of their concerns, It is im- 
portant to gather and organize material 
that will reflect accurately the develop- 
ment of factories, research laboratories, 
mercantile establishments and the other 
business concerns that have helped to make 
Connecticut a state notable for its enter- 
prise. 


The ideal way to tackle this problem would 
be for each concern to appoint a qualified 
staff member to act as company historian 

and accept the responsibility of preparing 


.and keeping current his firm's life story. 


- The Society will provide storage and cata- 


The reference department of Baker Library, 
Dartmouth College, inquired in December as 
to earlier appearances of a Revolutionary 
song, "Rag Tag," which was published years 
ago in the Society's Records and Papers. 


A Virginia school girl wrote, "Could you 
please send me some historical facts and 
pamphlets about New London and Connecticut? 


loging service.for all manuscript and pic- 
torial material thateis, submitted, and will 
make it available to the serious student 
for use at the ee enn 


One of —e winter evenings, make a list 
of the towns in New London County and note 
the industrial life in each town that is 
familiar to you. The results of your re- 
search will amaze you. 


PROGRAM OF TREE CARE 
IS REVIVED 


Several months ago our attention was invited 
to the condition of the trees on the green 
outside the fenced area of the Mansion. These 
four veterans show the effects of years of 
service to the community. They have com- 
pleted their span of usefulness and should 
be removed. 


The services of a tree surgeon were obtained/ 
He recommended removal of the trees on the 
green, also the taJl elm fronting the Mansion 
at the north end, Trimming, fertilizing and 
tightening of the wires on the younger trees 


within the acon pe was recommended, 


The Society has acted on these suggestions 


/%0: the extent of the pruning and fertilizing 
/ of the treés in the garden erea. | 


The Can- 
bridge elm has had its guy wires tightened. 

A letter has been written to the City Manager 
‘asking that the City of New London undertake 


\ the work of removing the trees whose remain- 


FF 


ing value is deattee sentimental. 


For Your information 


NEW MEMBERS ADDED 
SINCE ANNUAL MEETING 


Mrs Robert P, Anderson 
Capt and Mrs Lee Hammond Baker 
Mrs Margaret W Chavpell 
Mrs Josepn L. Crowley 
Mr and Mrs Roger S. Denison 
_ Mrs Benjamin B. Gardner bs 
' Mr Charles B. ‘Gafdner © ‘Gav 
“Mrs Samiel Stanton Greene 
Mr Samuel Stanton Greene, Jr. - 
Mr and Mrs Noah MacDowell 
Mr ard Mrs Williem I. Newton 
Mrs Ella M. Richards: 
Mr and Mrs Horace W. Rowe 
Mrs Fred P. Simpson 
*“" 35 Emeline C. Smith 
’s Dorothea D. Wellington 
Mr Henry Wade White (Life member) 


g- 
The Society's telephone number is 73.1209 
The Mansion is open daily except, Stinday 
{Fon Li tate. 
Custodians in residence: Mr and Mrs 
Sidney Holmes (Vs: Fi 
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